
 

 
 

Study Abroad by UT Austin Pre-Health Professions Students 
 

Most health professions schools require that prerequisites be taken at U.S. accredited schools, and 

some will accept credits from Canadian accredited schools.   

 

Although exchange program courses and some affiliated program courses are counted as in-residence 

credit by UT Austin, according to Texas state law, foreign course work cannot be counted in the GPAs 

for application to graduate and post-baccalaureate professional schools.  The rules and policies can 

vary among the professional schools.  Students who plan to study abroad should research this carefully 

for the schools and application services they plan to apply to.  Look in the education requirements, 

transcripts, and FAQ sections of their web sites for information about foreign course work and study 

abroad.  [See example at bottom of page.] 

 

UT Austin faculty-led courses are “in-residence” courses as well as U.S. credits, and so courses like 

Organic Chemistry II (CH 320N) taught in Spain by UT Austin faculty can be used to satisfy a prerequisite; 

however, for many students taking these rigorous courses in only 5 weeks may not be recommended.  It 

is important that pre-health professions students master these courses and retain this knowledge for 

success in entrance exams and in advanced studies. 

 

The UT Austin Health Professions Office very strongly recommends that our students satisfy their 

health professions prerequisites at UT Austin.  Use the study abroad opportunity to study the culture 

and language of that country and to satisfy general education requirements if approved by your 

academic advisor.  Science courses that are not considered direct preparation for the health professions 

can be considered as well.  (Examples:  research, ecology, environmental science; but NOT cell, 

molecular, micro, anatomy, physiology which figure heavily into your preparation and readiness for 

professional school and the admissions committee’s assessment of your application)  

 

EXAMPLE:  from TMDSAS (Texas Medical and Dental Schools Application Service) 

 

FAQ - Foreign Applicants, Coursework from Foreign Schools and Study Abroad 

 

Do you accept foreign coursework? 

 

No.  State law requires that academic work taken at foreign colleges, universities or 

preparatory schools shall be excluded from the calculation of the grade point average 

for students seeking admission to graduate or post-baccalaureate professional school. 

 

Foreign coursework will not count towards satisfying any of the required coursework. 

 

Undergraduate foreign coursework that appears as transfer credit on the transcript of a 

regionally accredited US college will count towards the 90 hour requirement.  Each 

individual transfer course credit granted by the US school must be listed on the 

transcript.  Lump sum credit with no specific course and hour identification will not be 

accepted. 

 

For full content on the TMDSAS web site see:   

http://www.utsystem.edu/tmdsas/frwqAskedQ/12-ForeignApps-Coursework.html  
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